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Typhoon Narra  
kills three people
HANOI: Typhoon Narra and subse-
quent flooding killed three people and 
injured three others in northern Viet-
nam, with widespread damage report-
ed as of 8:00 am on Thursday, the Viet-
nam News Agency reported, citing the 
Vietnam Disaster and Dyke Manage-
ment Authority. Two deaths were re-
ported in Lang Son province and one 
in Dien Bien province, while three  
people were injured in Hanoi, Son La 
province and Quang Ninh province, 
according to the report. The disaster 
inundated or otherwise affected  
32,930 hectares of crops, killed 12,060 
livestock and poultry, and damaged 
more than 1,000 hectares of aquacul-
ture farms in northern and central Vi-
etnam. More than 1,750 houses were 
submerged, while 2,531 households 
remained isolated by floodwaters. Au-
thorities also recorded landslides at 
310 locations along transportation 
routes, while 10,640 customers re-
mained without electricity. — AFP

Nigeria kidnapping
ABUJA: Kidnappers in Nigeria collect-
ed over $5 million in ransom payments 
over the last year, a Lagos-based intelli-
gence group said on Thursday, as the 
country faces a multifaceted security 
crisis. “For every ransom paid for a kid-
napping incident, you are simply 
birthing another kidnapping incident,” 
Kehinde Giwa, a security analyst at 
SBM Intelligence, told The Associated 
Press. SBM Intelligence said in a report 
on Wednesday that 7.78 billion naira 
($5.8 million) was paid in ransom for 
releasing people who had been kid-
napped between July 2025 and June 
2026. The group said  7,825 people 
were kidnapped in that time, a 66 per 
cent increase from the previous year. 
Abductions are common in Nigeria, 
where militant groups target school-
children and other civilians to put 
pressure on the government and  
extract ransoms. — AP

Tanzania VP row
ZANZIBAR: Tanzania’s governing party 
expelled the vice president who re-
signed this week, in an act of retaliation 
that will further test the credentials of 
the East African nation as a place of rel-
ative peace and stability. A meeting  
of the Chama cha Mapinduzi, or  
CCM, party decided to punish  
Emmanuel Nchimbi for indiscipline, 
and it nominated Energy Minister De-
ogratius Ndejembi to become Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan’s deputy, 
CCM Secretary-General Asha-Rose Mi-
giro told reporters late on Wednesday. 
The manoeuvre is believed to be part 
of the ongoing fallout from Hassan’s 
contentious election in October, when 
the security forces were deployed to 
put down riots over the disqualifica-
tion of the president’s main rivals. The 
internet was shut down for days, a 
move that Hassan later apologised for 
and promised would never happen 
again. — AP

•  THE WORLD OVER

The sun rising over the city of 
Wehrheim near Frankfurt, Germany, 
on a foggy Thursday morning.
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Another former Malaysian prime  
minister faces criminal charges 

Malaysia’s former prime minister Ismail Sabri Yaakob arriving at courthouse for a  
corruption case in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on Thursday.

Associated Press
Kuala Lumpur, August 27

Malaysian former prime min-
ister Ismail Sabri Yaakob  
was charged today with failing 
to declare his assets, making 
him the nation’s third leader  
to face criminal charges after 
leaving office.

Ismail, 66, pleaded not 
guilty to a charge under the 
anti-graft law that alleged he 
failed to provide a complete 
declaration of assets following 
a notice from the anti-corrup-
tion agency in January 2025. 
The charge sheet lists large 
amounts of cash in Malaysian 
and foreign currencies, as well 
as gold and silver.

If convicted, Ismail faces up 
to five years’ imprisonment 
and a fine of up to 100,000 
ringgit ($24,810).

Ismail, the country’s ninth 
leader, unexpectedly became 

prime minister without a gen-
eral election after emerging as 
a consensus figure during a 
turbulent political period.  
He was the shortest-serving 
leader, leading for only 15 
months from August 2021 to 
November 2022.

After leaving office, Ismail 
has been questioned multiple 
times by anti-graft officials  
for possible misconduct in-
volving millions of dollars 
spent on government publici-
ty during his tenure. The an-
ti-graft agency has also seized 
gold bars and some $40 mil-
lion in cash from properties 
linked to him.

Defence lawyer Amer 
Hamzah Arshad said Ismail 
has been released on bail. Is-
mail will seek to clear his 
name as the charges were 
‘baseless and unfounded’, the 
lawyer told reporters. The case 
will next be heard on Septem-

ber 29 for prosecutors to pro-
vide further details to the  
defence, he added. Ismail was 
initially due to be charged Au-
gust 7 but it was postponed af-
ter he was hospitalised and 
underwent a pacemaker pro-
cedure for a heart condition. 
Ismail’s indictment followed 
that of his two predecessors.

Former prime minister Na-
jib Razak is serving a reduced 
six-year prison sentence after 
his conviction in a case tied to 
the multibillion-dollar looting 
of the 1MDB state investment 
fund. He was sentenced last 
year to a further 15 years’  
imprisonment in his second 
and biggest graft trial linked  
to 1MDB, and still faces  
other proceedings.

Muhyiddin Yassin, who  
w a s  t h e  e i g h t h  p r i m e  
minister, is currently on  
trial over corruption and 
money-laundering charges.

Baghdad crackdown 
on illegal housing 
turns deadly

Russia bombards nine  
Ukrainian cities overnight

Associated Press
Baghdad, August 27

Iraqi military personnel and municipal 
workers came under fire in Baghdad 
today as they tried to remove illegal 
housing structures, leaving a senior of-
ficer dead and five other people 
wounded, an Iraqi security official and 
state media said.

The security official said the shoot-
ing left an army brigadier general dead 
and wounded a police officer and four 
municipal workers in Baghdad’s south-
ern district of Dora. Police and armed 
forces sealed off the area, while the 
Baghdad Operations Commander 
went to the scene to monitor the  
situation, the security official said.

The state news agency also reported 
a brigadier general was killed and sev-
eral municipal workers were wounded 
in the shooting, adding that Baghdad’s 
municipality acted after receiving legal 
orders to remove the illegal structures.

The southern neighbourhood of 
Dora consists of large agricultural  
areas where illegal construction is  
not uncommon.

Associated Press
Kyiv, August 27

Russia bombarded cities 
across Ukraine with missiles 
and drones in an overnight 
onslaught that ran into the 
daylight hours today, when 
explosions echoed around 
Kyiv through the morning.

Ukraine is short of US-
made Patriot air defence 
missiles that can counter 
Russia’s ballistic missiles, 
and Moscow’s fast-flying 
jet-powered drones have 
brought another challenge 
since the Russian military’s 
full-scale invasion began 
four-and-a-half years ago.

Ukrainian officials say 
Russia builds up missile 
stocks and launches major 
attacks every few days, hop-
ing to exhaust Ukrainian de-
fences through the sheer 
weight of numbers. In  
response, Ukraine has hit 
high-profile targets on Rus-

sian soil as the countries  
inflict mutual destruction.

The Russian Defence 
Ministry said its forces car-
ried out a ‘massive’ strike on 
targets in nine Ukrainian 
cities that began after night-
fall yesterday. It described 
them as military-related, in-
cluding industrial facilities, 
oil refineries, logistics hubs 
and port infrastructure.

Civilian areas, including 
apartment buildings, suf-
fered damage. The barrage 
killed a 78-year-old woman 
in the southern Zapor-
izhzhia region and another 
person in the northern 
Kharkiv region, with at least 
14 people reported wound-
ed elsewhere. “Russia con-
tinues to invest in missiles 
and in expanding its war, 
and that means more coun-
termeasures are needed,” 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky said on social 
media, noting promises ear-

lier this week by European 
countries to provide more 
air defence assistance.

‘It is important that these 
(measures) are also supple-
mented by additional ballis-
tic missile defence packag-
es’ through European pur-
chases of weapons from the 
United States, he said.

Though the Russian De-
fence Ministry insisted only 
war-related targets were at-
tacked, Russia appears de-
termined to hurt Ukrainian 
businesses and dent the 
country’s economy through 
attacks on private enter-
prise after Ukraine’s long-
range drone strikes caused 
financial difficulties for 
Moscow. Russian drones hit 
three major distribution 
centres, destroying depots 
belonging to a toy store 
chain and a confectionery 
company, and damaging 
another by an electronics 
retailer, the companies said.

Regional powers seek 
off-ramp from Iran war
Associated Press
Doha, August 27

Qatar and other regional pow-
ers sought an off-ramp from the 
war with Iran today as another 
tanker attack was reported in 
the Strait of Hormuz, and the 
Iranian government dismissed 
the Trump administration’s  
latest sanctions.

Elsewhere in the Middle East, 
Israel continued its attacks on 
Gaza and Lebanon even as the 
country’s strikes on Gaza drew a 
sharp rebuke from the top dip-
lomat overseeing the US-bro-
kered ceasefire in the territory.

Here’s a look at the latest de-
velopments in the Iran war and 
the wider Middle East.

DIPLOMATIC  
EFFORTS BY QATAR

Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani was in Teh-
ran today as part of Qatar’s ef-
forts to resolve the conflict be-
tween the United States and 
Iran. Qatar’s foreign ministry 
said in a post on X the meeting 
with Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi included talks on 
‘efforts being made to reduce 
escalation’, and a proposed plan 
between Iran and Oman to al-
low ships safe passage through 
the Strait of Hormuz and clear 
the vital commercial waterway 
of dangerous mines.

Al Thani’s office said the 
prime minister emphasised the 
‘necessity of respecting the sov-
ereignty of neighbouring  
countries and the freedom of 
navigation’ on the strait.

Pakistan said today that it was 
also continuing diplomatic ef-
forts to help resolve the crisis. 
Field Marshal Asim Munir visit-
ed Tehran to revive the June 
memorandum of understand-
ing to reopen the strait, the 
country’s foreign ministry said.

US President Donald Trump 
told Al Jazeera yesterday he has 
‘no time schedule’ to wrap up 

the conflict that will reach the 
six-month mark tomorrow. He 
said he believes his country is 
‘winning very big’.

OIL TANKER ATTACKED
The United Kingdom Mari-

time Trade Organisation today 
received a report of an oil tanker 
hit in the Strait of Hormuz.

The monitoring agency, run 
by the British military, said local 
authorities reported the vessel 
was hit by an unknown projec-
tile on Tuesday in the waters be-
tween Oman and Iran, causing 
it to catch fire. The crew was re-
ported to be safe and there have 
been no reports of environmen-
tal damage, the UKMTO said.

IRAN’S FOREIGN MINISTRY 
CRITICISES US SANCTIONS

Esmail Baghaei, Iran’s foreign 
ministry spokesman, wrote in a 
social media post that the US 
had made a coalition with Bah-
rain, calling it a country with 
‘virtually no meaningful  
economic exchange with Iran’.

In another social media post 
yesterday, Iran’s top negotiator 
and parliamentary speaker Mo-
hammad Bagher Qalibaf 
thanked China for rejecting the 
US ‘economic D-Day’ policies 
against Iran. “We welcome Chi-
na’s principled statement re-
jecting illegal sanctions against 
Iran,” Qalibaf said.

Earlier this week, Tehran had 
warned it would respond harsh-
ly to expanded US sanctions, 
including measures against 
countries it sees as cooperating 
with Washington. Iran has re-
peatedly targeted Bahrain and 
other Gulf countries with mis-
siles and drones since the US 
and Israel launched the war on 
February 28.

GAZA STRIKES CONTINUE
An Israeli strike on a tent 

sheltering displaced Palestini-
ans in southern Gaza killed one 
person and wounded others to-

day, as per health officials at 
Nasser hospital. Israel’s military 
said they carried out a strike 
against a Hamas militant.

An earlier strike in Gaza City’s 
Shati refugee camp wounded at 
least two people, including one 
critically, as per Shifa hospital

The attacks come after Nick-
olay Mladenov, head of Trump’s 
Board of Peace, admonished Is-
rael during a United Nations 
gathering over Israel’s contin-
ued attacks. “Israeli strikes have 
continued since the road map 
was accepted, and Palestinian 
civilians are still being killed,” 
Mladenov said.

Israel’s deputy UN ambassa-
dor, Noa Furman, told the UN 
Security Council yesterday Isra-
el is committed to Trump’s 
peace plan, but Hamas’ ‘disar-
mament must come first’.

DUTCH DIPLOMATS REMOVED 
Israel’s foreign ministry is re-

moving two Dutch diplomats 
from the Gaza ceasefire coordi-
nation centre, the Dutch foreign 
ministry said. It said today the 
order covers two diplomats at 
the embassy in Tel Aviv and the 
Netherlands Representative  
Office in Ramallah.

Israel’s Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar said the decision 
was in response to ‘a series of 
anti-Israel measures taken by 
the Dutch government,’ includ-
ing next month’s implementa-
tion of a ban on the trade of Is-
raeli products from the occu-
pied West Bank and other areas.

ISRAELI AIRSTRIKES ON  
LEBANON KILL ONE WOMAN

The strikes on southern Leb-
anon this afternoon came after 
Israel blamed the militant Hez-
bollah group for firing two ex-
plosive drones.

Lebanon’s state-run National 
News Agency said an airstrike 
on the village of Arab Salim 
k i l l e d  o n e  w o m a n  a n d  
wounded others inside a home.

AP


